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Involving the church family in
transforming our building for a
new season of growth

In this issue of re:news

The first ‘Making a difference to me’ (more of these to follow) An important date for your diary
Your wish list for the Lower Ground Floor Responses to your questions about RENEWCHRISTCHURCH

Making a difference to me
What difference could the RENEWCHRISTCHURCH project make to you, your
ministry in Christ Church and the communities you connect with? Each issue we
plan to feature one member of the church family’s response to this question and
the hopes they have for a renewed building.
My name is Gloria Lambert and I have been coming to Christ Church for
about five years. I’ve been on the 10.45 welcome team for a couple of
years. I look forward to the changes RENEWCHRISTCHURCH will bring
to the entrance of the church, which will give a far warmer, lighter and
more welcoming feel, as well as making more efficient use of the whole area.
I think it will allow an easier flow of traffic giving us space to talk to people
and welcome newcomers without blocking the entrance. It will look
brighter and give a more informal feel which I think the existing entrance
lacks, being drab and slightly shabby.
I am also looking forward to a time when I can pop in for coffee with my
family and friends (people who don’t usually go to church) and show off
our beautiful building!
I do think it will be more inviting to our local community - as well as to the
City and visitors from further afield - giving them a reason to come in and meet members of the church family. Those
of us who are used to church can forget how very daunting it can be for some people to enter: they’d like to come
in but find it hard to take that initial step.

To find out more please visit the
RENEWCHRISTCHURCH website

A date for your diary

www.renewchristchurch.org

Saturday 5th March:10.00am -12.00pm

The site contains the latest plans and the
findings from the Spring 2015 Consultations.
Other documents will be added as
RENEWCHRISTCHURCH progresses.

RENEWCHRISTCHURCH consultation meeting
We invite all members of the church family to
come and contribute.
Your comments are needed.

Your wish list - Lower Ground
Floor so far
The story

In the last issue of re:news, we published the main themes that emerged from the Spring 2015
Consultation for the Main Church Auditorium. In this issue, we publish your wish list for the
Lower Ground Floor.This is a summary of the principal themes, full details can be found on the
website - www.renewchristchurch.org
Church family members said that:
We like the flexibility of the space which can accommodate some large groups but can also
become more cosy and intimate as the activity requires.

The plans: the current design will give even greater flexibility.
We like the proximity and ease of use of the kitchen for quick refreshments and for meals of up
to about 40 people. After this number you say that you feel cramped and have to adopt some
creative measures such as stacking up microwaves on the fridge.

The plans: the kitchen will remain one that can only provide a limited number of meals to reflect the size of the
rooms downstairs. A new kitchen on the 1st floor will increase the hospitality capacity and will be connected via a
Dumb Waiter with the ground floor and lower ground floor. More detailed work will need to be done with the users
of the kitchen to create kitchen spaces that work for everyone.
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The plans: this will be part of the specification.
Access to the Crypt is a problem for many, especially those who are disabled or families using
buggies.The long corridor from the side door is unwelcoming.

The plans: the access from Clifton Park Road will be improved to accommodate double buggies and wheelchairs
and provide a more welcoming entrance with an option for a reception area.The creation of a lower ground floor
reception area depends on the removal or re-location of the organ pipes.
We consider that the Pre-school facilities are now out of date and hold back the Pre-school’s
development. We especially request a more accessible and usable outside space.

The plans: improvements to the pre-school spaces are included in the plans

Your Questions
As promised, in each
edition of re:news we
aim to address some
of the questions and
comments made by
members of the church
family during the
various consultation
processes which have
been organised - such as the open meetings for church
family members, the specific meetings with ministry
team leaders and core building users, and from the
written consultation questionnaires completed in 2015.
There were 172 questions (so far) and we have grouped
them in themes to focus on one theme in each issue.
We would like people to be able to recognise their own
questions and see the answer given and so will print the
actual questions as well as the answers on the website
but because of space, we will only print summarised
questions with the answers in re:news. If you don’t have
access to the internet and would like a printed copy of
the the Q&As, please ask at the office.
In this issue we focus on questions around ‘Vision’ and
the ‘Café’.

Our vision
Q - What is the vision behind RENEWCHRISTCHURCH?
Response
Those members of the church family who have
attended meetings and completed questionnaires
have been quite clear that their vision for our
building is for it ‘to be open and alive’, a welcoming
and functional place not just for ourselves but for
members of our local and wider City communities.
The process of discerning the Lord’s vision for the
church as a whole will help to refine and more clearly
define our vision for the building project. However, we
also believe that the plans we have presented to
the church family are in themselves visionary
and prophetic about the future use of our
building.

The café area
Q - What is the vision for the café and will it be used
for evangelism?
Response
We consider that the café is a key part of the 		
Project’s response to the church family’s desire for 		
the building to be ‘open and alive’
We want to draw in the many, many people (both 		
tourists and residents) who continually tell us they 		
would love to be able to come in to the church
more freely
It should be a primary place of meeting between the 		
church and the community
Therefore, it will become a first step in evangelism, 		
enabling people who would not consider coming to a
service or Alpha to enter a church easily and to find 		
both it (and the Christians within) challenging 		
preconceptions
In the fullness of time, we would like it to be one of 		
the best coffee shops in Clifton.
(continued overleaf)

Q - There are many aspects of the proposed café
that are not clear to us. How will the café operate?

Q - How will it work? Can it work?
Response

Response
All the questions highlight the need for the 		
development of a business plan. As mentioned in the
first edition of re:news as the RENEWCHRISTCHURCH
Project moves forward, a number of specialist task
forces will need to be set up to bring various
aspects of our concept to fruition - including this
one. Anyone with an interest in being involved
should contact the Renew Team.
As yet, it’s simply impossible to address all the
questions about the café in detail - however, many
churches throughout the UK and beyond have
successfully developed cafés which help them forge
stronger links with their communities. Some have
started small, with a voluntary workforce; others
have invested in a more ‘professional’ approach from
the start. Further investigation will help us make
good decisions.
Some raise questions about quality,
both in provision of facilities
and food and drink. These
are good questions and
we are already quite
clear that to be
successful, our café
will need to be of a
very good standard.

Decisions about the scale of the café (opening hours,
voluntary or paid staffing) need to await the business
plan. However, the initial response from our community 		
(for example, during the exhibition of plans in the 		
local library) has been very positive, showing strong 		
support for the idea of a coffee shop, and giving us 		
confidence about the viability of a café within the 		
building. Several creative suggestions have already 		
been put forward by our local community for its use 		
e.g. pick up/drop off point for local coach tours etc. 		
Others suggest attaching functions to the café such 		
as book shop, these can all be considered in the 		
business plan.
We do not envisage any clash with the Village Hall as 		
the café will be very different in operation.
Some would like us to focus in particular on the 		
needs of young Mums with toddlers. The business 		
plan will have to consider the needs of a diverse 		
clientele, including mums with toddlers/babies - just 		
as every other coffee shop needs to do. We will 		
certainly want to make this provision as widely 		
accessible as we possibly can. We may well need a 		
conversation about the concept of ‘sacred’ and 		
‘secular’ space, and how we combine the call to 		
Christ-like hospitality with the need to offer some 		
visitors the peace and time of a holy place.
So many other churches have managed these and 		
other challenges to provide a facility which becomes 		
a significant part of the local community that we do 		
not believe we face any insurmountable hurdles in 		
following their lead.

Volunteer help needed
The Renew Team would like to gather comments from the wider community
about RENEWCHRISTCHURCH.This involves contacting local groups and communities,
setting up exhibitions and recording responses. If you are able to volunteer to help with this work,
please email renew@ccweb.org.uk

RENEWCHRISTCHURCH

www.renewchristchurch.org

Get in touch...
If you would like to find out more or if you’d like to get involved please get in touch with the church
office on 0117 973 6524 or email office@ccweb.org.uk or renew@ccweb.org.uk

